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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This Office Action is in response to the amendment filed 14 June 2005. 



2. Claims 1-22 were amended. 

3. Claims 1-22 are pending in this Office Action. 

Response to Amendment 

4. The rejection of claims 1-4 under 35 U.S.C § 101 was addressed and is withdrawn. 

5. The rejection of claims 9-11, 16-17, and 20-22 under 35 U.S.C. 101 regarding reciting 
non- statutory subject matter was addressed and is withdrawn. However, the amendments 
presented necessitated new grounds of 35 U.S.C. 101 rejections, which are outlined below. 

6. Applicant's amendments and arguments with respect to claims 1-22 filed on 14 June 
2005 have been fully considered but they are deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 



8. Claims 9-11, 16-17, and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 



of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 



7. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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9. With respect to claims 9-11, the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject 
matter. The claims recite "...a server comprising" which is essentially software per se. 
While claim 9 recites "the server comprising," there is nothing in claims 9-11 that explicitly 
indicates a computer performing any of the steps. 

10. With respect to claims 16 and 17, the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory 
subject matter. The claims recite "...an object control system of a computer" which is 
essentially software per se. While claim 16 recites an object control system "of a computer," 
there is nothing in claims 16 or 17 that explicitly indicates a computer performing any of the 
steps. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 20, the language of the claim appears to be drawn to non-functional 
descriptive material. An "object" as recited in claim 20 is data, per se, lacking any 
functionality. Even if the object was amended to include functional code, claim 20 fails to 
tangibly embody the object, so it would still be non- statutory. 

12. With respect to claims 21 and 22, the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory 
subject matter. The claims recite ". . .the program for causing a computer to perform" which 
is essentially software per se. 

Additionally, claim 22 recites "transmission means" which is not limited to tangible 
embodiments, and as such the claim is not limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore 
non-statutory. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miles et al. 
(U.S. 6,102,406) in view of Kay (WO 00/41067). 

Miles teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a new advertising model 
requiring a user to traverse through an authorized path including at least one predetermined 
web address (See Abstract, and col. 2, lines 5-10). 

15. With respect to claim 1, Miles teaches a user guidance method performed on a computer 
comprising the steps of: 

Incorporating an object into a specific web site at a specific location, where the object is 
capable of being selected by a user (Miles, col. 10, lines 45-49) in order to provide a reward 
for the user (Miles, col. 1 1, lines 1-5); where at least one user desiring to select the object is 
guided to predetermined content available at the specific web site (Miles, col. 3, lines 35-38). 

Miles does not explicitly teach moving the object. 

However, Kay teaches an object that appears on a web site that can be selected and takes 
the user from the specific location to a different location (Kay, page 3, line 25 - page 4, line 
27). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 

16. With respect to claim 2, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
user guidance method where the step of moving the object comprises the step of: 

Incorporating the object into the specific web site at the different location, after the object 
has been selected by the user (Miles, col. 10, line 64-coL 1 1, line 1). 

17. With respect to claim 3, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
user guidance method further comprising the step of: 

Providing information, after incorporating the object, concerning the location of the 
object for the at least one user desiring to select the object (Miles, col. 10, lines 5-8). 

18. With respect to claim 4, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
user guidance method where at the step of moving the object, the user is moved along a 
predetermined route, and the at least one user desiring to select the object is guided to 
predetermined content in accordance with a specific order based on the route (Miles, col. 4, 
lines 48-57). 

Miles does not explicitly teach moving the object. 

However, Kay teaches an object that is moved (Kay, page 3, line 25 - page 4, line 27). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 

19. With respect to claim 5, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 1, including the 
user guidance method where at the step of incorporating the object, the object is incorporated 
at specific locations at multiple connected web sites across a network (Miles, col. 3, lines 26- 
31). 

Miles does not explicitly teach moving the object. 

However, Kay teaches where at the step of moving the object, the object is moved across 
the network (Kay, page 3, line 25 - page 4, line 27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 

20. With respect to claim 6, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 5, including the 
user guidance method where at the user is moved along a predetermined route across the 
multiple web sites on the network (Miles, col. 4, lines 48-57), and the at least one user 
desiring to select the object is guided to predetermined content available in a specific 
sequential order based on the route (Miles, col. 4, lines 48-57). 
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Miles does not explicitly teach moving the object. 

However, Kay teaches where at the step of moving the object, the object is moved across 
multiple web sites on the network (Kay, page 3, line 25 - page 4, line 27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 

21. With respect to claim 7, Miles teaches a computer-based content advertisement method 
comprising the steps of: 

Incorporating an object into a network among content multiple users desire to browse, 
where the object is capable of being selected by a user (Miles, col. 10, lines 45-49) in order 
to provide a reward for the user (Miles, col. 11, lines 1-5), and when a predetermined user 
browsers the content, where a user desiring to select the object, is guided to and enabled to 
browse the content and additional content (Miles, col. 10, lines 24-27). 

Miles does not explicitly teach moving the object. 

However, Kay teaches moving the object in the network among additional content 
multiple users desire to browse (Kay, page 3, line 25 - page 4, line 27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 
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22. With respect to claim 8, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 7, including the 
content advertising method (Miles, col. 1, lines 43-45) where incorporating an object into a 
network among content multiple users desire to browse, where the object is capable of being 
selected by a user (Miles, col. 10, lines 45-49). 

Miles does not explicitly teach moving the object. 

However, Kay teaches where at the step of moving the object, movement of the object is 
effected along a route that includes the content multiple users desire to browse (Kay, page 3, 
line 25 - page 4, line 27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 

23. With respect to claim 9, Miles teaches a computer-based user guidance system 
comprising: 

A server comprising: an object manager for managing the location and movement of an 
object on a network (Miles, col. 13, lines 36-46); a position information generator for 
generating information concerning the location of the object, and for providing the 
information to a user who is accessing the network (Miles, col. 10, lines 5-8); and a processor 
for, when the object is selected by a predetermined user (Miles, col. 11, lines 1-5), 
performing a predetermined process associated with the object selection, where the object 
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manager arranges the object at a desired location in order to guide the user to desired content 
on the network (Miles, col. 10, lines 14-49). 

24. With respect to claim 10, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 9, including the 
user guidance system where, when the object is selected, the processor transmits a 
notification to that effect to the object manager, and upon the receipt of the notification 
(Miles, col. 10, line 64 - col. 1 1, line 1). 

Miles does not teach deletion and repositioning of another object. 

However, Kay teaches the object manager deletes the object selected by the user, and 
positions another object at a different location on the network (Kay, page 3, line 25 - page 4, 
line 27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 

25. With respect to claim 1 1, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 9, including the 
user guidance system where, when the object is selected by a specific user, the processor 
transmits, together with information concerning the specific user, a notification to that effect 
to the object manager; where, upon the receipt of the notification, the object manager 
manages the information concerning the specific user, who is regarded as the person who has 
selected the object (Miles, Fig. 5, element 32; col. 10, line 64 - col. 1 1, line 1); where, if the 



Application/Control Number: 09/855,281 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2155 

object is selected by multiple users, only the specific user is regarded as the person who has 
selected the object (Miles, col. 12, lines 30-35). 

26. With respect to claim 12, Miles teaches a computer-based object control system 
comprising: 

Web servers, for storing web pages (Miles, Fig. 3, element 26); and a main server, for 
communicating with a predetermined web server (Miles, Fig. 3, element 20). 
Miles does not explicitly teach moving the object. 

However, Kay teaches where the main server incorporates a specific object into a first 
specific web page and removes the specific object from a second specific web page stored in 
the specific web server (Kay, page 3, line 25 - page 4, line 27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 

27. With respect to claim 13, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 12, including 
the object control system where the object is selected when the object is present in a web 
page that a user is currently browsing (Miles, col. 10,lines 45-49); and where, when the 
object is selected by the user (Miles, col. 1 1, lines 1-5). 

Miles does not teach deletion and repositioning of another object. 
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However, Kay teaches the main server deletes the object from the web page and 
incorporates the object into another web page (Kay, page 3, line 25 - page 4, line 27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 

28. With respect to claim 14, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 12, including 
the object control system where the main server provides, for the user who accesses the 
specific web server, information concerning the location of the object that is appearing 
(Miles, col. 10, lines 5-8). 

29. With respect to claim 15, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 14, including 
the object control system where the information concerning the location of the object, which 
is provided for the user, indicates the ease with which the object can be reached from the web 
page browsed by the user (Miles, col. 15, lines 59-61). 

30. With respect to claim 16, Miles teaches an object control system of a computer 
comprising: 

An object management means for managing the location of the object on the network, 
where the object management means changes the location of the object on the network in 
order to move the object across the network (Miles, col. 13, lines 36-46). 
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Miles does not explicitly teach embedding the object into a web page. 

However, Kay teaches an object to be embedded in a web page stored at a web site on a 
network (Kay, page 4, lines 22-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable embedding the object into a web 
page. One would be motivated to do so in order to facilitate promoting purchases from an 
Internet web site. 

31. With respect to claim 17, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 16, including 
the object control system where the object management means correlates the location of the 
object with a web page browsed by a predetermined user, and changes the location of the 
object when web pages are browsed by the predetermined user (Miles, Fig. 5, element 32; 
col. 10, line 64 - col. 11, line 1). 

32. With respect to claim 18, Miles teaches a computer-based object control system 
comprising: 

An object stored in a predetermined server (Miles, Fig. 5, element 36); and object 
position management means, for determining a web page for setting a link thereto, where, 
under the control of the object position management means the link setting means changes a 
target web page for setting a link thereto (Miles, col. 13, lines 36-46). 

Miles does not explicitly teach moving the object. 
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However, Kay teaches link setting means, for setting a link in a web page stored at a web 
site on the network in order to move to the object (Kay, page 3, line 25 - page 4, line 27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 

33. With respect to claim 19, Miles teaches the invention described in claim 18, including the 
object control system where the object position management means defines a web page 
browsed by a predetermined user as the target web page to which the link with the object is 
to be set, and changes the target web page as the predetermined user browses the web pages; 
and where the link setting means, under the control of the object position management 
means, changes the link with the object (Miles, col. 10, line 45 - col. 11, line 1). 

34. With respect to claim 20, Miles teaches an object whose location on the network is 
managed by specific management means, and which moves from a predetermined web page 
to another web page, where the object is capable of being selected by a user (Miles, col 10, 
line 45 - col. 11, line 1) in order to provide a reward for the user (Miles, col 1 1, lines 1-5). 

Miles does not explicitly teach moving the object. 

However, Kay teaches a moving object (Kay, page 3, line 25 - page 4, line 18), to be 
embedded in a web page stored at a web site on a network (Kay, page 4, lines 22-24). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 

35. With respect to claim 21, Miles teaches a storage medium on which input means of a 
computer stores a program in an input-enabled form, the program causing the computer to 
perform: 

A process for incorporating a specific object into a specific web page stored in a specific 
web server; a process for, when a user browses the specific web page and selects the specific 
object (Miles, col. 10, line 64-col. 11, line 1). 

Miles does not explicitly teach moving the object. 

However, Kay teaches moving the object to another web page (Kay, page 3, line 25 - 
page 4, line 18). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 

36. With respect to claim 22, Miles teaches a program transmission apparatus comprising: 
Storage means for storing a program that causes a computer to perform: a process for 

incorporating a specific object into a specific web page stored in a specific web server, a 
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process for, when a user browses the specific web page and selects the specific object and 
transmission means for reading the program from the storage means and for transmitting the 
program (Miles, col 10, line 64-col. 1 1, line 1). 
Miles does not explicitly teach moving the object. 

However, Kay teaches moving the object to another web page (Kay, page 3, line 25 - 
page 4, line 18). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Miles in view of Kay in order to enable movement of the object. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to advertise a product or service to a potential customer 
through a web browser. 
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Response to Arguments 

37. Applicant's arguments filed 14 June 2005 have been fully considered, but they are not 
persuasive for the reasons set forth below. 

38. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alicia Baturay whose telephone number is (571) 272-3981. The examiner 
can normally be reached at 7:30am - 5pm, Monday - Thursday, and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Saleh 
Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Alicia Baturay 
September 13, 2005 



